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Crossing the ‘pond’

It'snotalotof fun crossing the Atlanticin economy, butthe price
for the comfort of Business Class with its wide comfortable seats
that convertinto beds is beyond the reach for many. Orisit?

It’s surprising how few peo-
ple realise that with a bit of ad-
vance planning, and using the
right Credit Cards that give the
opportunity for free upgrades,
and sometimes free Business
Class seats are easily within
reach. You can upgrade from
Economy to Navigator class
from Lisbon to New York on
TAP for just 20,000 miles.

Millennium Bank has two
credit cards thatare linked to the
TAP Victoria programme. The
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In association with Melair, the official agents for the
above cruise lines in Portugal, readers can benefit

by the following:

* The very lowest current prices
* A price guarantee if prices lower prior to

your cruise

* Helpful and expert advice in English

PLUS:

A complimentary bottle of champagne
will be waiting for you in your stateroom
as a Portugal News reader.

Despite what you may find on the internet, cruise
lines very carefully control their prices on a weekly
basis, and every agent receives the same prices.
This is why it's helpful to be able to speak direct to
a main agent and get their advice on current prices

and the latest offers.

For the best prices and the best advice, call Melair
on (+351) 210 329 416 (in English) and please
mention that you are a Portugal News reader to
benefit from very special arrangements.

TAP Victoria VISA card earns
you one mile for every Euro you
spend, and the AMEX TAP
Victoria card earns you two
miles for each Euro spent, and
come withahostofotheradvan-
tages including lounge access
and eventwo days of free airport
car parking in Portugal and extra
travel insurance cover
(we are not

sure at this - ~
moment how
much value you
can put on this
insurance as we
have an outstand-
ing claimsince last
September, which
AMEX have not
yet resolved). Also
bear in mind that the
Victoria AMEX an-
nual fee is more expen-
sive, but balance that
withthe factyouareget- ting
double mileage with this card.

Youhavetojointhe TAP Vic-
toria programme first, which you
candoonlineatthe TAP website:
(www.tapvictoria.com), and
then once you have
one of these cards
you need to ‘link’
them to your TAP
membership.

Many  other
companies  are
joining this pro-
gramme from
hotels to car
rentals,
cruises, and
even fuel from
Galp. Nearly
every hotel
loyalty pro-
gramme, not
to mention car hire compa-
nies will allow you to transfer
miles earned with them to be trans-
ferred to your TAP Victoria ac-
count. Use every partner service
available and it’s surprising how
fastyourmiles canadd

up. A

L It just
S needs a little dedi-
cation to detail, but its well
worth it.

You need to keep an eye out

1n comfort

for special promotions; fre-
quently banks and other institu-
tions will give you bonus miles
for joining one of their services.
During 2008 I obtained 70,000
miles free of

charge
by simply taking ad-
vantage of special offers to join
or subscribe to a new service.
. During the last few
months of 2009 TAP

were offering flights for
b 4 halfthe normal miles, or
o you could buy extra

miles at half price. If
you have a business,
applying for these
cards for your staff
becomes even more
| interesting as
every issued card
canbe ‘linked’ to
you TAP ac-
count gaining
you extra miles from
staff cards as well.

Once you have sufficient
miles, and it’s not difficult (cur-
rently the Economist is offering
up to 40,000 free miles if you
take out a subscription, for ex-

ample), use your cards wisely

and take advantage of the many

‘deals’ that occur throughout

the year. Youare notrestricted to

TAP flights as TAP belong to the

Star Alliance network, which in-

cludes many ofthe world’stop air-

lines. TAP’s Navi-

gator serv-

ice across

the Atlantic

is very good

indeed with

Recaro elec-

tric seats that

reclinetoanal-

most flat bed.

Over Christ-

mas weused our

points to also

fly with

UNITED and

CONTINEN-

TAL, both good,

but CONTINENTAL

was the best and they fly direct

from Lisbon to New York. TAP

has the edge on seat comfort, but

Continentals’ entertainment sys-

tem was better with hundreds of
‘ondemand’ films.

The Star Alliance network
seems to grow larger every month,
and I noticed that they are now
evenintroducing dedicated termi-
nals with some airports so when
you change between carriers
withinthe Alliance, youdon’thave
to change terminals.

Whichever airline you choose,
withalittle carefuluse ofthe Vic-
toria programme and the right
credit cards, you could enjoy a
lot more comfort across the At-
lantic, with plenty of room, al-
most (or totally) flat beds and
lots of legroom.

P.L.

TAP Navigator Class (Intercontinental) seats in the upright, relaxed and sleep positions.




