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Selection’, but we found the
Vinhada Defesa white wine from
the Alentejo to be outstanding.
Youcould finish your meal with
coffee and a Churchill’s 10 year
old Tawny, but there was also a

full selection of other spirits if
Port was not to your taste, how-
ever TAPisaPortuguese airline,
so why miss the Port?

The whole experience was of
avery high standard throughout

Special Reader Offers
on R@ﬂ/ Carilbean

& Ce/eér@ Cruises

s

In association with Melair, the official agents for the
above cruise lines in Portugal, readers can benefit

by the following:

The very best current prices
A price guarantee if prices lower prior to

your cruise

Helpful and expert advice in English

PLUS:

A complimentary bottle of champagne
will be waiting for you in your stateroom
as a Portugal News reader.

Departures also from Malaga and Barcelona

See reviews of the ships on our Travel

Website:

www.travel.theportugalnews.com

For the best prices and the best advice, call Melair
on (+351) 210 329 416 (in English) and please
mention that you are a Portugal News reader to
benefit from very special arrangements.

The Recaro (the people who make the famous sports car seating) seats are the best we have ever experienced, and
superbly designed with several considerationsin mind.

with each dish decorated and pre-
sented to ‘fine dining’ standards.
Allthe cuisine has been designed
and created by one of Portugal’s
leading Chefs, Vitor Sobral, who
has won Chefofthe Yearin Por-
tugal, awarded by the Portuguese
Academy of Gastronomy, and
the title of Commander of the
Order of Prince Henry the Navi-
gator, which certainly sounds
impressive, though I’'munsure of
the exact details of the award.
What is sure is that he has had a
very positive influence on the
standards of the food served in
Executive Class. Before landing
inNew Yorkalightmealisserved.
The cabin staff are extremely
attentive and friendly, and noth-
ing is too much trouble.
Thebestnews is thatifyou get
a TAP Victoria Amex or VISA
card from Millennium Bank you
cancollectmiles with almost eve-
rything you buy, and upgrades
fromeconomy to Executive Class
can cost as little as 20,000 miles
on a TAP Lisbon to New York
flight. You can find out more from
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any Millennium bank branch or
at http://www.tapvictoria.com/
en. You can also find out more
details regarding the entire pro-
gramme of offers on our travel
reviews website at http:/
travel.theportugalnews.com/
reviewsother.htm.

It’s clear that TAP are concen-
trating on passenger service and
improving quality, especially on
longdistance flights. It’s difficult
to compete with the low cost air-
lines on short haul, but TAP
prices are getting alot more com-
petitive, so check out what’s on
offer (especially from Lisbon), as
thereare virtually no ‘extras’ and
very reasonable weight restric-
tions for your luggage (and no
extra charge for checked in bag-
gage). One of our stafftravelling
last week to Denmark found that
TAP had the lowest fare on offer
after the ‘extras’ the low cost air-
lines charge had been taken into
consideration. But don’t expect
those wonderful Recaro seats in
European Executive Class,
they’re just for long distance

Choose your destination: www.faroairport.com.pt
PC, pocket PC or PDA timetable downloads and mapping | Call: +351 289 800 617 | faro.airport@ana.pt

flights. European Executive Class
is another matter altogether,
though it’s interesting to see that
Continental, a TAP Partner, is
still offering a First/Business
Class on even short haul flights
using 2 x 2 seating, so there is a
demand for a more comfortable
class even on flights of a couple
of hours duration, but that is in
the USA whichis adifferentmar-
ket with its own requirements.

TAP Personal Assistance

It’s interesting that when most
airlines are reducing every pos-
sible aspect of personal service,
(even airport check in is disap-
pearing unless you want to pay
extra) TAP have introduced anew
service, ‘Personal Assistance’.
It’sapaidservice, butreasonably
priced, with several options.
Even at its lowest cost you are
metby a TAP Representative on
arrival at Lisbon or Porto who will
accompany you through check
in, security, and accompany you
tothe aircraft. Atitstop level you
can also be driven out to the air-

craft, your baggage specially
marked and personally handled
and even help with your hand
baggage into the aircraft. If you
arearriving, youcanbe metatthe
plane onarrival and accompanied
to a flight transfer or to the bag-
gage carrousel where your bag-
gage will arrive ata separate belt.
It clearly has great potential ata
time when air travel isbecoming
sode-personalised. You can find
details and prices on the TAP
website. P.L.
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